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has felt called upon to make a defense of his people. This he does 
by comparing them with migrants from other countries and calling 
attention to counter-deficiencies, such as illiteracy, intemperance, etc., 
among the latter. He is sensitive because the conservatism of the 
Pennsylvania German element has made it the object of ridicule and 
frequently criticism ; but this conservatism he would offset against the 
" haste-makes-waste " policy of their English-speaking neighbors. 

The disputed question concerning the origin of the " Pennsylvania 
Dutch " language is explained by the author as being a mingling of 
the Frankish and Allemanic dialects, and the whole modified by con- 
tact with the English. His discussion of these orthographic changes, 
together with a similar study of family names in an appendix, gives no 
small side value to the work. He estimates the number of descend- 
ants of the Germans and Swiss in the United States at between four 
and five million, of whom two million still inhabit Pennsylvania. 

A few misspellings occur, as Thompson (p. 81) for Charles Thom- 
son, the secretary of the Continental Congress. Speaking of the 
spread of the Germans westward, the author uses the phrases (p. 60), 
"after the successful outcome of the French and Indian wars, when 
Ohio was thrown open to enterprising settlers." Since a quarter of a 
century elapsed between these two events, the language seems a little 
misleading. However, the few apparent defects are more than atoned 
for in the interesting sketch of a most peculiar element in American 
social life. Edwin E. Sparks. 

The Wisdom of Passion; or, The Motives of Human Nature. By 
Salvarona. Everett, Mass.: Mystic River Book Co. 

One who is familiar with the more recent tendencies in psychology, 
pedagogy, and ethics might be tempted to dismiss this book with the 
summary verdict that it is merely an outsider's version of the esoteric 
doctrine of " interest." This would be a piece of scholastic snobbery, 
however, for the book has a vitality of its own which merits attention. 
It certainly does not show many impressions of the academic death- 
mask. The author is not unacquainted with books, but a careful and 
candid reader will feel before he has turned many pages that his author 
has been using his own eyes and thinking his own thoughts rather 
than following a bookish tradition. He is not merely making a book 
out of other books. There is genuineness, directness, and unconven- 
tionally enough in the argument to make it worth reading, whether its 
conclusions are convincing or not. The central idea is, to use the 
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author's own words, that " all mental and vital phenomena whatso- 
ever are a unity of involutive, dissolutive, and evolutive passions." 
The discussion unfortunately adopts as one of its major premises 
some very questionable psychological data (p. 23). To the extent of 
its dependence upon that evidence it is consequently invalidated as 
an argument. There are frequent liberties in style, and even lapses 
in grammar, that more careful proofreading would have corrected. 
These errors in the pleading by no means throw the case out of court. 
People who can see no force in thought which does not bear the trade- 
mark of the schools would give the book short shrift. Those who are 
more concerned about matter than manner will find in it something 
making toward confirmation of ideas which are distinctive marks of 
modern philosophy. A. W. S. 

Reconstruction in Mississippi. By James Wilford Garner, Ph.M., 
Fellow in Columbia University, New York, and Member 
of the Mississippi Historical Society. The Macmillan Co. 
Pp. xiii + 422. 

The author is doubtless right that " a thorough study of the actual 
working out of reconstruction in its different relations and activities in 
any one of the southern states will be of some value to the general 
student of American history, for, after all, the process and results in 
one state were essentially the same in all." It is to be hoped, however, 
that this pioneer attempt to report the facts of the period in one state 
will not discourage trained historical students from similar work for 
other states. The specimen before us deserves emphatic praise, but 
our sense of its value will probably be in direct proportion to our 
appreciation of the demand for more of the same sort. It is hardly to 
be assumed that the first word about a subject of so much controversy 
can also be the last. It is true, as the writer claims, that a southern 
man is at a certain advantage in understanding the local problem, 
which reconstruction attempted to solve. At the same time, it is a fore- 
gone conclusion that the whole view will be distorted if reconstruction 
be judged by local standards chiefly. The present writer seems to 
approach his task in the proper judicial spirit, and he does not lapse 
from candor and fairness. At the same time, it may be urged that 
the correct point of view for estimate of the reconstruction process is 
not local, but national. It may turn out that such local surveys as 
this will simply afford the necessary fore-studies, to be correlated with 



